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Acute atelectasis with mucus embolism: a case report
and literature review

Summary We retrospectively analyzed the clinical materials, diagnosis and treatment of a case of acute ate-
lectasis caused by mucus impaction in Beijing Chaoyang Hospital. We logged on the database of Wanfang, Weipu
and China HowNet by using "mucus embolism or mucus impaction" and "atelectasis" as Chinese search terms,
and logged on the Pubmed database by using "atelectasis or lung collapse" and "mucous plug" or "mucoid impac-
tion" as English search terms. The database were retrieved until November 2018, and medical records were sum-
marized and analyzed. The causes of mucus impaction atelectasis are various, and the courses of the disease are
different. Clinically, if the respiratory symptoms of patients do not alleviate after routine treatment or unexplain-

able dyspnea occurs quickly, we should consider the possibility of mucus impaction atelectasis. The progress of

the disease can be blocked by timely intervention with bronchoscope for further treatment time.
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