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Abstract Objective: This study was designed to modification hamilton depression scale (HAMD)and make it
suitable for assessment of depressive status of patients receiving invasive mechanical ventilation. Method: Doctors
and nurses in ICU evaluate the depression of 50 patients receiving invasive mechanical ventilation with modified
HAMD and compared it with the result of patients out of ventilator evaluated with Zung depression rating scale
(SDS) and make an analysis. Result: There is no statistically significant difference (P>>0. 05) between the result of
choosing amended HAMD to assess depression of patients and the self assessment result of SDS. The conclusion is
of consistency. There is high sensitivity and specificity in assessing depression of patients with amended HAMD
when SDS evaluation results were set as the standard. Conclusion: HAMD, which is reducing seven assessment i-
tems including work and interests,somatic anxiety,gastrointestinal symptoms,systemic symptoms,weight loss,a-
bility decrease,are more suitable for assessing depression of patients who are receiving invasive mechanical ventila-
tion.
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